Collective Security is a system aspiring to the maintenance of
peace, in which participants agree that any "breach of the peace is to
be declared to be of concern to all the participating states," and will
result in a collective response. This began in 1918 after the
international balance of power was perceived by many nations to be
no longer working correctly.

Collective security is seen as a compromise between world
government and balance of power, where the second is seen as
destructive or not a good enough safeguard for peace, and the first is
is deemed not achievable at the present time. And while collective
security is possible several prerequisites have to be met for it to
work.

First, almost every state, especially all major states, have to be
in the collective security arrangement and committed to it for it to
work. The League of Nations faced major problems with this given
that the United States, a leading international power, did not join nor
give its support to the organization. Similarly, when Italy invaded
Ethiopia, Britain's and France's governments were more committed
to blocking the rise of Germany, and hence did not seriously chide
Mussolini, who they saw as a potential ally against Hitler in 1935.

Second, no one state can block the decision making process.
This was a major issue with the League of Nations, as it gave every
state veto power, as well as with the UN, which gives it to 5
powerful nations. Should vetoes be allowed, the collective security
arrangement will be greatly weakened as one country can subvert a
democratic decision.

Third ~ for sanctions to work, the international economy has to
be sufficiently interdependent such that sanctions harm the intended
country enough, but do not harm the countries doing the sanctioning.
And for sanctions to work, universality of their application is
especially important for them to have an effect.
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