SYLLABUS  -- SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSES – MR. JOYCE




rjoyce@rsu1.com
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Course grades: Each quarter counts equally –


Example 1: Student A has quarter grades of 87 (B+), 92 (A-), 85 (B), 93 (A). The course grade is the average of the four ranking periods, in this case 89.2 (B+).


Example 2: Student B has quarter grades of 70 (C-), 63 (D), 64 (D), 40 (F). The course grade is the average of the four ranking periods, in this case 59.2 (F).

Ranking period grades: There are no percentage grades in my classes (such as homework 20%). Rather, grades are based upon points.
Customary weighting of quarterly grades:
Journal (written homework assignments) – 5 points/assignment
In-class written work – 5 points/assignment
Exam – 100 points/exam
Daily Participation  -- 1-2 points/class
Quiz – points vary with the quiz
Notebook – 25 points/ranking period
Group work and projects/presentations – varies with the assignment

Notebook: Each student is expected to maintain and bring to class every day a course-only 3-ring binder notebook. This notebook will be collected at least once every ranking period without advance notice. Failure to have the notebook with you in class on the day it is collected will result in a failing grade, regardless of whether it is subsequently handed in (although partial credit will be given for a late submission). The notebook will have the following sections:



Journal section – All written homework assignments in the order assigned, which are journal entries based upon in-class work and readings, will be placed in this section. These will be very valuable to you in preparing for exams and quizzes, and may be used on the open-note portions of exams. In the absence of a note from a parent/guardian that you do not have regular access to either word processing equipment, e-mail, or internet, all journals entries must be typed when submitted (either through a hard copy, e-mail, or moodle). Journal entries will be submitted with your name, the date completed, the class period, and the number of the assignment.
Class work section – All written in-class work (other than exams and quizzes) in the order assigned will be placed in this section. This will include questions accompanying in-class textbook readings, lecture notes, and any other written work produced during a class. As with journal entries, these will be very valuable to you in preparing for exams and quizzes, and may be used on the open-note portions of exams. This work will be done neatly in handwriting on 8 by 11 composition paper and will be submitted with your name, the date completed, the class period, and the number of the assignment.

Exam and quiz section – All exams and quizzes, with corrections if needed, organized in the order in which completed. These collectively will serve as your study guide for the course final exam.

Handout section – There will be extensive handouts in this class, including articles, outlines, maps, etc. Most of this material is not included or even discussed in the textbook and represents an important core part of the course. Once again, this material will be very valuable to you in preparing for exams and quizzes, and may be used on the open-note portions of exams.

Homework: Homework (primarily journal entries) normally will not be accepted late, except for an excused absence. Although this will result in a “0” for the assignment, it is strongly suggested that you complete the homework nonetheless and place it in your notebook in the journal section, as several missing assignments from the notebook will lower your notebook grade. More importantly, you will be responsible for all assigned homework on quizzes and exams. 
Class work: -- Class work is to be turned in prior to leaving the class at the end of the period, unless otherwise instructed. Failure to turn in the work before leaving the class will result in a “0”.

Exams and Quizzes – All exams and most quizzes will have both a closed book section (to be completed without referring to the textbook or the notebook) and an open book section (during which you may use either or both textbook and the notebook while working on the exam). 

ABSENCES: 
Pursuant to school board policy, no credit will be given for work done or submitted when the student has an unexcused absence. It is your responsibility to read your student handbook and take steps to follow the procedures for excusing an absence.


Likewise, school board policy as outlined in your student handbook will be followed in this class for making up work from an excused absence (in summary, two days are available to make up work for an absence – read the student handbook for more details). For an extended absence, additional time may be granted for completing makeup but it is your responsibility to see me within two days of your return from the extended absence to create a timeline for making up the work; you will be expected to follow the timeline when established. 


If you are going to be on extended leave, attend a field trip with another class, or miss class due to a pre-scheduled sporting or other extracurricular event, I expect to be notified by you at least two days ahead of time so that a makeup timeline can be established.


Exams and other activities which require supervision for makeup (as opposed to work which can be completed outside the classroom) normally will be made up after school. It is your responsibility to make arrangements to be present at an after school makeup session.
EXTRA HELP: I am available after school to provide extra help for any student wishing such help and I strongly encourage seeking such help. Keep in my that, although I am present virtually every day after classes end, that I have many other commitments. Make an appointment to see me and, if subsequently you can’t make the appointment, please notify me.

EXTRA CREDIT: There are aspects of the course that provide extra credit for all students wishing to avail themselves of the opportunity (such as voluntary in-class oral participation above and beyond required classroom attendance); I do not give extra credit assignments to individual students.

Plagiarism and other forms of cheating: Although students are encouraged to work together on homework and often will be asked to work together in class, each student is expected to complete his or her own work. For example, if written homework is turned in which is virtually word-for-word identical, that is copying, not collaboration, and both the student who copied the other’s work and the student who allowed the copying will receive a “0”. Likewise, turning in any work done by another which the student represents as his or her own is plagiarism and will result in a “0” and will be reported to the principal pursuant to school policies outlined in your student handout.
